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D r. Barbara McIntyre Ray passed away at 6:44 am on March 23rd, 2022 at her

home in White Oak, Texas. Born on January 28th, 1939 in Gladewater, Texas
to Lee and Louise McIntyre she spent her early years in White Oak. Due to her

father’s job as a roughneck with Sinclair Oil, her family relocated to Kentucky and

Illinois for a period of time. Always an engaged and active learner, Barbara was
involved and excelled in many areas while attending Henderson High School in

Henderson, Kentucky. Her love for music and school spirit was on full display during
her role in all-state band and in her appointment as a lead drum majorette. Upon

graduation in 1957, she attended Christian College in Columbia, Missouri her

freshman year. The following year she transferred and began her journey as a loyal
Baylor Bear. While at Baylor in Waco, Texas, she received a bachelor’s degree in

Medical Technology. This accomplishment, which occurred during a time when
many women had limited professional opportunities, speaks volumes about her

drive and desire to excel in all areas of learning possible. A lifelong learner, Barbara

furthered her education with a Master of Science degree from East Texas State in
1970 and a Doctorate in 1989. She accomplished both while also holding the role she

was most passionate about and dedicated to, motherhood. Being a loyal, loving and
all forgiving mother of two sons held priority over all things in her life. The sacrifices

she made have forever shaped others’ lives and created a legacy of love that did not
leave this earth on the 23rd of March. Early in her career, she worked for Metracal as

a lab product development scientist. She would say that her real work was in the

counseling and physical health areas.
“If you want to find your true purpose in life, this is for certain, your purpose will

only be found in service to others, and in being connected to something far greater
than your body, mind and ego.” Barbara not only believed this, she lived and

exemplified it.
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Barbara’s love for the town of White Oak led her back to the area along with her son

Lee Anthony Pescaia in 1972. In 1975, her marriage to Clarence Elwin Ray deepened
her renewed roots in the town. The addition of their son, Sean Michael Ray in 1978

solidified her dual team loyalty to all things White Oak Roughneck and Baylor Bear.
Many hours were spent serving as team mom, in various PTA positions and any

service opportunity that presented itself. Barbara wanted to be instrumental in the

decisions being made that impacted the town she loved so much and the education
of the two boys she held so dear. She wasn’t just a bystander, she actively devoted

herself as much as possible.
Dr. Barbara McIntyre Ray not only served for 12 years on the White Oak School

Board, but also was the first woman to hold the offices of President and Vice

President. Devoted to the White Oak City Council, she provided 14 years of service.
An original board member of the Lioness Club and an officer of the White Oak

Education Foundation, Barbara, deservedly, was honored as the White Oak Woman
of the Year in 2000. Barbara enjoyed traveling and took many adventures that were

happily encouraged and accompanied by her husband, gardening, and serving in the

White Oak Community Club.
Always seeking out opportunities to serve, she pivoted as each role came to an end.

In the last several years she volunteered as a “Pink Lady” at Good Shepherd. While
she didn’t intentionally seek out to be a strong, powerful role model, the way she

handled many areas of her life including her cancer battle proved to be impactful on
her grandchildren and all that knew and loved her. There are lots of lessons in life

and even in death that Barbara gifted us all that won’t be forgotten. ◦ Barbara was

proceeded in death by her parents Lee and Louise McIntyre and brother James Lee
McIntyre Jr. She is survived by her husband of 47 years, Clarence Elwin “CE” Ray,

Sons Lee Pescaia and grandson Ryan, Sean Ray(Amanda) and granddaughters
Emerson, Hallie and Camille. Stepchildren James Ray (Linda) and grandsons Taylor

and Garrett, Kathy Hendrix (Andy) grandchildren Kyle and Brittney, Cousins Leon

Lassiter (Susie) and Bo Smith ( Jessica), extended family, numerous friends and
several generations of White Oak students that benefited from her dedication to the

school system. Her family would also like to express our appreciation to Dr. Kathleen
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Cassin Harris and Heather Hickman (Comfort Keepers) who provided exceptional

care at a time ◦ when it was needed the most. A visitation will be held Monday the
18th of April from 5-7 pm at Rader Funeral Home, 1617 Judson Rd. Longview, Tx.

Burial at a later date to accommodate family schedules, a byproduct of surrounding
yourself with many in the travel industry.

“Don’t stand over my grave and weep, for I am not dead, I do not sleep, I am more

alive than I have ever been.” Mary Elizabeth Frye
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PW Peggy Williams posted:

We are sorry for your loss. Keeping you and your family in our thoughts and prayers.Maureen

Carrigan and Peggy Williams

April 18 at 12:18 PM

Anonymous sent a Gracious Lavender Basket to the Ray family.

April 16 at 9:07 AM

Anonymous sent a Beautiful in Blue to the Ray family.

April 16 at 8:21 AM

MC Mary Curry posted:

Anytime Barbara entered a room, she brought a ray of sunshine along with her.She was beautiful,

kind and thoughtful. Lee please know that you and your extended family are in my thoughts and

prayers.Mary Curry White Oak Second Grade Teacher 1972-1976.

April 16 at 1:34 AM

SW Shae Wilson posted:

While I did not know Barbara, I knew her son Sean and that tells me all I need to know about what a

wonderful woman she must have been to have raised such a wonderful son. Sending prayers that

you will have find peace that surpasses understanding. Our hearts are breaking with yours. - Shae

Wilson

April 14 at 6:28 AM

Anonymous sent a Peaceful White Lilies Basket to the Ray family.

April 14 at 6:17 AM
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Anonymous sent a Sentiments of Serenity Spray to the Ray family.

April 14 at 5:13 AM

LD Lynan Day posted:

Oh Sean and Lee, I am so sorry for your loss of your wonderful mother. she was one of my idols. I

wanted to be just like her. Big hugs, love, and prayers.Lynan Day

April 13 at 10:47 AM

JD Jon Dostal posted:

So sorry for the family's loss. Mrs. Ray was a bright and shining star. A truly Class Act! My Prayers

for comfort and Peace to Clearance, Lee And Sean.

April 13 at 9:53 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Barbara by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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